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The contents of this special issue emerge from a larger conversation about crime and 

analyzed here. 

Corrupt cities that are either seats of government or hubs of crime, both of which could 

that produce criminals and, at the same time, the nature of the detective who must have the street 

city. 

Capital crimes are not only, in our reading, urban, but also deadly, in the sense that the 

 natural law. 

and their derivatives, were popularized in translation throughout Latin America, the hard-boiled 

detective and noir traditions were the forms that resonated deeply with Latin American authors 

Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian Detective 

Fiction: Essays on the Género Negro Tradition, 
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cynic and outsider, but also as a man of honor and populist avenger. What 
is left is the sharp, hard language, the sordid and sinister atmosphere, the 
plumbing of criminal underworlds, and the sensational narration of violence 
no longer understood as a social transgression requiring investigation and 
punishment, but rather as a prevailing norm of behavior, a tool for survival, 

On some level, each of the essays in this volume demonstrate how central the hard-boiled 

and noir 

Detective Fiction from Latin America, Amelia S. Simpson 

Above all is the consistent and purposeful cultivation of the palimpsest 
form, a strategic transparency that provides the opportunity to address, 
by means of comparison with the underlying model, a variety of issues—
from economic and cultural imperialism in Latin America to the problem 

neopolicial neopoliciaco

antipolicial

noir 

neopoliciaco, variable 

The Doomed 

Detective: The Contribution of the Detective Novel to Postmodern American and Italian Fiction, 
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the neopolicial and antipolicial Neopolicial and Antipolicial

neopolicial and the 

antipolicial

inherent in the neopolicial. Rodrí

and aesthetical focus on disorienting the mystery are not blind to the sociolocal realities emphasized 

by the neopolicial

Americas, seem to be captured quite well in the introduction to Detective Fiction in a Postcolonial 

and Transnational World

generically, structurally, and historically suited for creating precisely the kind of dynamic interplay 

between the modern and postmodern, the material and the metaphysical, the investigation of 

truth and of investigation itself, that local understanding within a postcolonial and transnational 

The Long Goodbye The 

Black-Eyed Blonde noir

revealing the semantics of sonic devices, she proposes an alternative hermeneutics, namely to 

mechanical and technological sounds of the urban soundscape, the sound making of natural 

forces and animals, and even the sound of silence, all of which hold auditory power.

noir 

Donde todo se paga Blanco Nocturno
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the epistemology of capital in this Argentinian noir 

dystopian and alienated tone of noir is the capital that feeds corruption and mediates all social and 

noir 

paranoica

way in which the authors of 

 reveals 

reveal the larger truth about the serious and deadly implications of neoliberal policies.

De que nada se sabe

involves multiple dissections, not only in terms of its forensic crime-solving doctor, but also in 

terms of the city itself. 

Naked In Death

challenges 

crime crash and a cleaned-up New York—the novel presents these New Yorks as synchronic, 
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detective can discern the ugly truth.
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Endnotes

Detective Fiction in Latin 
America. Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian Detective Fiction: Essays on the Género Negro Tradition
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