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to this situation. Amongst others, new forms of surgery and developments regarding prosthetics 

participants without prosthetics. Similar holds true for progress in the area of pharmacology, in 

particular psycho-pharmacology. “SSRis, hormones, brain boosters, neurotransmitters” not only 

make people feel better but also improve their mental capacities and can replace other recreational, 

Developments like these allowed critics to add new perspectives and angles to past discussions 

increasingly seemed to offer new and almost endless opportunities for those who felt a need for 

Reshaping the Female Body

of empowerment for women, other feminists believe it to be strictly a form of oppression, the result 

of the male gaze and white male beauty ideals imposed on women. They believe that procedures 
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Notable critics such as Marcel Mauss, Norbert Elias, Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu, Judith 

construction, and the body as a medium of communication. Literature and other forms of cultural 

rebellious and disturbing bodies and offered possibilities to liberate female, colonialized and other 

to the Americas, much of the research on bodies has focused on the United States of America 

Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex and Plastic Surgery in Brazil Allegories of 

Desire. Body, Nation, and Empire in Modern Caribbean Literature by Women

there is still a lot more of research that can be done regarding other countries in the Americas. 

as Peru, Bolivia, the Caribbean and the United States. The aim of the diversity of contributions is 

across the Americas. 

accompanied for her US-American documentary The Good Breast 

diagnosed with different forms of breast cancer but also underwent mastectomies. At the same 
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three Peruvian women who are professional dancers of contemporary dance. Taken from her 

research, which was based on qualitative interviews, she describes not only how these women 

used their unruly or disturbing bodies and selves, and situations they felt uncomfortable with in 

life as starting points to establish new senses of self, beauty and body. 

twentieth century. Some comics featured female bodies in very revealing dresses and at times 

even bordered on the pornographic. Other comics propagated normalcy, and seemingly created 

also represented body and beauty ideals and ideals of femininity of the hegemonic patriarchal 

oppression and marginalization due to ethnicity, class and gender that they face in their societies, 

but also forms of corporeal resistance. Not only do they challenge power structures by, e.g., 

by challenging homogenizing beauty ideals. 

Apuntes para una Descolonización Encarnada.” The colonized, female, Caribbean body had to 

Caribbean authors, the body functions as a communicative agent, which enables the negotiation 

The 

Catcher in the Rye . 
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the physicality of his body and not only causes intrusive memories and hyper arousal, but is also 

responsible for his push-pull behavior. 
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Makeover Nation, 
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The Human Body in 
Contemporary Literatures in English
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